COVID-19 Critical Intelligence Unit

Daily evidence digest 26 August 2020

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence — provision of these
links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation.

Haematological and immunological markers, vulnerable
populations, aerosol transmission, home care guidelines

Peer reviewed journals featured:

e A systematic review on sudden onset, acute loss of taste and smell in COVID-19 here

¢ Meta-analysis on the diagnostic and prognostic value of haematological and immunological markers
in COVID-19 infection here

¢ A randomised controlled trial on sofosbuvir and daclatasvir compared with standard care in the
treatment of patients with moderate or severe COVID-19 here

o Commentary on the importance of connected communities of care for vulnerable populations here

e Commentary on B cells and T cells mediated immunity here

¢ An evidence synthesis on prevention and control of aerosol transmission of SARS-CoV-2 here

e A prospective cohort study on COVID-19 prevalence and mortality in patients with cancer here

¢ A prospective observational study on differential occupational risks to healthcare workers from
SARS-CoV-2 here

o A comparative study of ‘on-site’ and ‘send-away’ testing and the impact on duration of isolation and
resource utilisation in a Victoria here

¢ A description of a virtual hospital-at-home model in the US here

¢ An editorial on the ‘Russian SARS-CoV-2 vaccine’ here

Letters and correspondence discussed:

e The absence of transmission of SARS-CoV-2 to 23 healthcare professionals involved in advanced
life support of COVID-19 patient here

¢ A systematic review and meta-analysis of COVID-19 hepatic manifestations and complications here

e Air clearance times for infectious aerosols in healthcare facilities here
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00016357.2020.1787505
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0238160
https://academic.oup.com/jac/advance-article/doi/10.1093/jac/dkaa334/5889948
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.20.0361
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41577-020-00436-4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412020319942?via%3Dihub
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2045(20)30442-3/fulltext#%20
https://elifesciences.org/articles/60675
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/impact-of-onsite-compared-to-sendaway-testing-for-sarscov2-on-duration-of-isolation-and-resource-utilization/C69BB7FFF20B4238503179C1B8DB8958
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/novel-virtual-hospital-at-home-model-during-the-covid19-pandemic/C013C98E9B2D48D7C187CBA47B3CF0AE
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m3270
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23744235.2020.1810309
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0163445320304254?via%3Dihub
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/clearing-the-air-addressing-air-clearance-times-for-infectious-aerosols-in-healthcare-facilities/EC7F12CF890E18929834885D192680D4
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Pre-peer review articles featured:

e A systematic review and meta-analysis on platelet-to-lymphocyte ratio (PLR) to predict the severity
of COVID-19 patients here

e A modelling study on school-household network structures and SARS-CoV-2 transmission under
different school reopening strategies in England here

¢ A modelling study on socio-demographic status and personal attributes and associations with
adherence to COVID-19 preventive behaviours here

e The unintended consequences of inconsistent pandemic control policies here

¢ A national multi-centre observational study on the impact of COVID-19 on acute trauma and
orthopaedic referrals and surgery in the UK here

e A cross-sectional analysis of clusters and outbreaks in educational settings in England here

Guidance and reports

e The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners released home-care guidelines for adult
patients with mild COVID-19 here

e The Australian Human Rights Commission released guidelines on the rights of people with disability
in health and disability care during COVID-19 here

News and blogs

o Mild or moderate COVID-19 here

e The unequal scramble for coronavirus vaccines — by the numbers here

e COVID-19 research in Europe needs coordination, but we must not stop European research
investments in poverty-related diseases here

o Digital empathy in the age of coronavirus here
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https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.21.20166355v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.21.20167965v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.21.20179663v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.21.20179473v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.22.20179770v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.21.20178574v1
https://www.racgp.org.au/clinical-resources/covid-19-resources/other-health-issues/home-care-guidelines-patients-with-mild-covid-19
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/disability-rights/publications/guidelines-rights-people-disability-health-and-disability
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcp2009249?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02450-x
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/08/24/covid-19-research-in-europe-needs-coordination-but-we-must-not-stop-european-research-investments-in-poverty-related-diseases/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/08/24/katharine-lawrence-digital-empathy-in-the-age-of-coronavirus/

