
   
 

 

Daily evidence digest  6 November 2020 

 

Draping in surgical procedures, chatbots for COVID-19 screening, 

cardiac rehabilitation, supporting resilience in frontline staff 

Peer reviewed journals featured:  

• A laboratory simulation study on the effect of draping during surgical procedures here 

• An observational study on the use of a digital screening ‘chatbot’ for COVID-19 here 

• A modelling study on social restriction policies and COVID-19 cases in Australian states here 

• Commentary on: 

o Cardiac rehabilitation in the era of COVID-19 here 

o Reexamining health care coalitions in light of COVID-19 here 

o The failed pandemic response in Hungary here 

Letters and correspondence discussed: 

• Smell testing for COVID-19 here and here 

• Analysis of costs for COVID-19 management in a tertiary hospital in Italy here 

• Silver linings of the COVID-19 pandemic from an infection prevention and control perspective here 

• Human factors checklist for videoconferencing among multidisciplinary teams here 

• The use of a COPD assessment test for the evaluation of COVID-19 symptoms here 

Pre-peer review articles featured:  

• A rapid systematic review on protecting older people in long term care facilities from COVID-19 here 

• A modelling study on precision shielding for COVID-19 here 

Reviews 

• The Cochrane Library released: 

o a systematic review on interventions to support resilience and mental health of frontline 

staff here 

o updates of special collections on infection control, critical care, regional anaesthesia, 

and smoking cessation during COVID-19 here 

• The Canadian National Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools released an update on the risk 

of COVID-19 transmission across different indoor settings here 

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-laryngology-and-otology/article/draping-during-otological-and-neurotological-surgical-procedures-relevant-to-the-coronavirus-disease-2019-era-a-laboratory-model/54980C391C7A90EFA305BB6A14F24DDA
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-75912-x
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/17/21/7930
https://jamanetwork.com/channels/health-forum/fullarticle/2772795
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/article/reexamining-health-care-coalitions-in-light-of-covid19/DA09040D640630301F6A96F187CFE6F2
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4153
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32317-5/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32316-3/fulltext#%20
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/analysis-of-costs-for-the-pandemic-management-in-a-tertiary-hospital-in-italy-an-investment-for-a-more-resilient-structure/0158C6F9D6DAEEF6AD25CA213E096ED8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/silver-linings-of-the-covid19-pandemic-from-an-infection-prevention-and-control-perspective/FBCB7DAAB7E2527A68E4EA83094F3A3B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-laryngology-and-otology/article/videoconferencing-for-multidisciplinary-team-meetings-in-the-coronavirus-disease-era-human-factors-awareness-and-recognition/18CB837BBF228C3BBED64699D18C5C3C
https://thorax.bmj.com/content/early/2020/11/04/thoraxjnl-2020-215916
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.10.29.20222182v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.11.01.20224147v1
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013779/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/covid-19
https://www.nccmt.ca/uploads/media/media/0001/02/2d0d8c76a91e285e4c7fb836d56281a8f1acb08c.pdf


COVID-19 Critical Intelligence Unit 6 November 2020

  

 

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and 

evidence – provision of these links does not imply endorsement nor 

recommendation. 

 

Guidance and reports 

• The World Health Organization released its COVID-19 weekly epidemiological update here 

News and blogs 

• Interview with Chris Whitty, England’s Chief Medical Officer, on the challenge of winter, lockdown, 

and following the science for COVID-19 here 

Vaccines 

• As of 04 November 2020, there are 202 vaccine candidates globally, with 41 vaccine candidates in 

human clinical trials here 
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https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/336366
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4235
http://www.ncirs.org.au/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine-development-landscape
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